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Meeting Minutes (DRAFT) 

SIS/Suncoast Information Specialists 
Officers Meeting 
January 10, 2007 

 
Location: Panera�s @ Westshore/Kennedy, Tampa. 

 
PRESENT 
Caroline Reed 
Jean Andrews 
Janine Awai 
Betsy King 
Robin Leigh 
Marcy Carrel 

Alicia Ellison 
Sandy Hawes 
Jim Rhyne 
Steve Cannata 
 
NOT PRESENT 
Wanda Barrett 

 
INTRODUCTIONS: 
 
 
The group met at 6 pm for dinner and 
informal discussion.  The meeting was 
officially called to order by Caroline Reed at 
6:45 pm. 
 
The meeting began with introductions.  
Caroline then handed out three documents -
- the agenda for the meeting; a draft list of 
current/paid members; and a Treasurer�s 
Report prepared by Wanda Barrett. 
 
Caroline thanked everyone for work on the 
20th anniversary celebration, which was a 
success and also brought in new members.  
Special thanks to Robin Leigh for soliciting 
sponsors for the event. We have gained 
many new, paying members from this 
meeting.  Alicia Ellison noted a special 
thanks to Shirl Kennedy for bringing Gary 
Price as the speaker.  Caroline noted that 
maybe �1,000 or more� emails were sent out 
by committee members in regard to the 
anniversary celebration. 
 
CONFIRMATION OF VICE PRESIDENT: 
 
Caroline noted that Janine Awai had 
volunteered for the vacant Vice-President 
position, following the December SIS 
meeting at Ceviche.  Caroline nominated 
Janine.  The members present unanimously 
voted to accept the nomination.  Janine 
Awai was elected as Vice-President. 
 

TREASURER�S REPORT: 
 
Caroline presented the Treasurer�s Report. 
There were officially 49 paid members as of 
January 9, 2007.  However, this is 
understood to be an undercount as there are 
other active members who were not listed 
because they have not yet paid.  Alicia 
Ellison noted that there are currently 190 e-
mail addresses subscribed to the SIS list � 
this includes duplicates, where one 
individual may subscribe using different, 
multiple addresses.   
 
There is a current balance of $886.30 in the 
SIS account.  The pending USF LIS 
donation has been resolved.  Overall, 
donations for the anniversary event were 
greatly appreciated.  Also, as a result of 
contact made for this event, Charlie Parker 
of TBLC expressed interest in greater 
involvement with SIS. 
 
OTHER PENDING ISSUES OR 
PROJECTS: 
 
Betsy King will work on putting together an 
SIS membership directory.  She will send 
out emails to all members to request 
participation.  Privacy will be respected; 
directory will not be posted on Web site but 
emailed to participating members. 
 
Robin Leigh brought up idea of a marketing 
brochure for  SIS to target new librarians, 
particularly at new librarian orientations.  
Betsy said they do something similar for 
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local SLA chapter � a 3-fold document 
posted on the Web which can be 
downloaded and printed as needed.  Jean 
Andrews stated that much of the relevant 
information for this kind of document, 
including the history of SIS, was pulled 
together for the anniversary celebration.  
Janine offered to put together the new 
brochure.  Robin suggested pushing it 
through TBLC for all new librarian 
orientations and folders, etc. � both a 
brochure and a bookmark with basic SIS 
contact information. 
 
Caroline asked about a possible mentoring 
program for USF Library School students.  
Several people stated that, historically, such 
programs are often �logistical nightmares�.  
Attracting LIS students and new members � 
and making them feel welcome at SIS 
events � is still a goal.  In that vein, Caroline 
will get nametags for members to use at SIS 
events.  Discussion followed on types of 
nametags.  Alicia believes she has a box of 
lanyards � she and Caroline will follow-up 
later. 
 
PROGRAMMING � BRAINSTORMING 
AND PLANNING: 
 
Caroline reviewed current parameters � 
there are six SIS programs per year, held 
every other month.  December is reserved 
for a social/networking event.  In February, 
April, June, August, and October, SIS holds 
more content-oriented programs.  Two of 
these months (usually February and 
October) should consider topics relevant to 
LIS students.  [Cheryl Dee from USF Library 
School brings her Special Libraries classes 
to SIS events.]  August was noted as 
challenging because of vacations for many 
members.  Locations for the meetings 
should alternate between the Tampa and 
Pinellas areas. 
 
Sandy Hawes brought three ideas to the 
table for discussion.  The first suggestion 
was a paper/book conservator from 
Argentina (Marcela) who is now in the 
Tampa Bay area.  Several people agreed 
this would be an interesting possibility.  
Sandy will follow up with this woman for her 
availability and specific topics to cover.   
 

The second suggestion was Jimmy Wales 
from Wikipedia, who will be speaking at the 
St Pete Beach library on Sunday, January 
14th.  It was stated that his schedule is 
normally booked far in advance.  Jean will 
follow-up with Roberta Whipple regarding 
the possibilities. 
 
The third suggestion was Andy Huse, a 
USF-Tampa librarian who was written up in 
the St. Petersburg Times regarding food 
history and the search for the authentic 
Cuban sandwich in the Tampa Bay area.  
Discussion followed regarding Andy�s 
documentary film and his role in Ray 
Arsenault�s book The Freedom Riders.  Any 
of these topics were considered of potential 
interest to SIS members.  Janine works with 
Andy and will approach him for availability 
and to better define topic options. 
 
The upcoming February meeting should be 
on the Tampa side of the bay and should 
consider LIS student interest.  Caroline has 
been talking with Diana Sachs-Silveira 
(Virtual Reference Manager, TBLC) 
regarding the Web 2.0 presentation that she 
gave for the TBLC annual meeting.  Diana is 
willing to adapt for an SIS meeting and is 
very flexible regarding dates.  Betsy has 
suggested her employer CAE as a location � 
parking and catering are good; location has 
been used successfully in the past.  Cost for 
dinner is about $10 per person or less, can 
accommodate 40-60 people, board room 
should be available.  Betsy will be the point 
of contact for meeting RSVPs because she 
needs to coordinate with security at her 
building and provide a list of names of those 
who will attend.  She will follow-up with 
catering for exact costs and for dates of 
availability.  Caroline will follow-up with 
Diana Sachs.  Caroline and Betsy will then 
follow-up with Sandy by next week with the 
specifics of the meeting to include in the 
newsletter and Web site.  Time for the 
event:  5:30-6 pm is meet and greet; 6-7 pm 
business meeting and dinner; 7-8 pm 
program.  Robin also stated that tours of the 
facility are always of interest to members.  
Betsy will consider the timing and logistics in 
order to accommodate tours. 
 
Alicia stated that given the availability of 
funds in the SIS budget, these monies 
should be spent on subsidizing the costs of 
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SIS programs and lowering the costs to 
individual members.  There was general 
agreement.  Betsy will determine exact costs 
of the February dinner and the price to 
members will be adjusted accordingly. 
 
Discussion returned to other possible 
programs.  Alicia stated she would like to 
see something about what newspaper 
librarians do, and how their jobs may be 
changing in light of the changes in 
journalism, media convergence, etc.  Cathy 
Wos is one possibility.  Alicia will talk to her, 
if other suggested program ideas fall 
through, and the group agrees that this 
would be a good topic. 
 
Caroline stated that Jeff Klinkenberg, 
reporter for the St. Petersburg Times, wrote 
an article on the 10 books every Floridian 
should read and presented at an Orlando 
library.  Alicia stated that she has heard him 
speak at the Festival of Reading and yes, he 
is a good speaker.  Suggestion was made 
that Jeff K might be a good possibility for a 
June speaker on books and reading (rather 
than journalism or new media). 
 
Robin stated that something on other special 
libraries � medical, law, newspaper libraries, 
etc. � would be of interest to many, 
particularly LIS students.  A panel format 
was suggested.  Museum libraries were also 
mentioned as possibilities � the Dali, the 
Holocaust Museum, etc.  The Poynter 
Institute was mentioned as a possibility � for 
program content or as a location.  Robin 
stated that tours of libraries are often of 
interest to members.  Betsy mentioned that 

the special libraries idea could be extended 
to look at non-traditional tasks and 
responsibilities of librarians � this could then 
be inclusive of academic and public libraries 
as well as special libraries. 
 
Discussion then turned to ideas for 
locations, which historically has been more 
difficult than program topics.  April is 
scheduled for a Pinellas county location.  
Robin offered Safety Harbor as a possibility.  
However, the first half of April includes 
Easter, Passover, and FLA; and the Safety 
Harbor Library is not available the second 
two weeks of April.  Other location 
suggestions made include Berkeley Prep; 
Piccadilly; and the Epicenter in Largo. 
 
Everyone was encouraged to pursue ideas 
and suggestions.  Caroline and Janine will 
review programming planning.  Caroline and 
Betsy will confirm February meeting details.  
Sandy has the newsletter near-ready and 
will insert February meeting details when 
ready.   
 
Caroline will send out a general email on 
Friday or Monday to all members to recap 
our discussion of programming ideas and to 
solicit any other suggestions for topics that 
are of interest to members.   
 
The meeting was officially adjourned at 8:35 
pm. 
 
 

SUBMITTED 11 January 2007 
Marcy Carrel, Secretary 
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